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Into White Darkness Misaki Takako was born in

Chiba Prefecture, Japan, in 1967.

Misaki Takako She started writing in her late

Tr. Subhash Jaireth and Rina Kikuchi teens, taught by Yoshihara

Sachiko (1932-2002), a feminist
poet who ran a famous feminist
poetry journal, La Mer. Misaki
was awarded the La Mer New
Poet’s Award (1990), and
published her first collection,
Kanné Kensashitsu (Sensual
Examination Room, 1991). Her
third collection, Sakura byoin
shiihen (Around Sakura
Hospital), won the prestigious
Takami Jun Poetry Prize. Her
fourth collection, Shizukani,
kowareteiru niwa (Silently
Decaying Garden, 2011) was
awarded the Ono-city Poetry
Prize.

is barely light
all that was visible

has turned invisible

and the invisible has come to light

there however deepitis we should go

exhausted carrying the weight

of nothing but our own bodies dragged alongside

Of sorrow the white shroud

of pain the white shroud
stretched across the whole field
nothing more tolose

now allis white and more

white andyet strange darkness

Neither eyes nor hands know the way
inthe still darkness

only the heart has its work

we sort asif beansfrom the gravel
stumble count our stumbles

slowly so slowly
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We pray we grieve

we stand next to each other

but alone headslowered bodies curled
and hands stretched out looking for
other hands torescue tohold

to farewell tomourn andremember

We exhale we cry

warming the white darkness with breath and tears
asif daubingit with colours

dropped from the paintbrush

and making it glow like embers aroundus

as wewait still silent becalmed

Subhash Jaireth, now Canberra based, was born in Khanna and spent nine
years in Moscow between 1969 and 1978 before returning to India. He has
published three collections of poetry and four books of fiction and non-fiction
in Hindi, Russian and English. His book of poetic prose pieces Incantations
(Recent Work Press), was released in September 2016.
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